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INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

WELCOME to this first edition of 
Good Sports … a quarterly           
e-newsletter for sports clubs in 
Kingston. 
 

GOOD SPORTS will be delivered 
to your email box. 
 

Each edition will highlight stories of 
interest, examples of good practice 
and other information to help you 
run your club. 
 

If you have any ideas, or subjects 
you would like included in future 
editions of GOOD SPORTS, please    
contact Hedley. 

The copy deadline for the next 
edition is 31 August 2009. 
___________________________ 

GOOD SPORTS 

SUMMER 2009 

PART ONE:  NEWS FROM SPORT KINGSTON 
WHAT IS SPORT KINGSTON? 

Sport Kingston is a voluntary organisation who acts as the independent 
voice of sport for sports clubs across the Borough. 

Established over 30 years ago, Sport Kingston is committed to         
promoting sport, providing a service to, and also representing the many 
excellent sports clubs across the Borough.   

Sport Kingston can advise and support your club with any issues and 
challenges that may arise, either independently or through our links 
with other local and regional organisations. 

Did you know that just be being a Kingston sports club, you can access 
Sport Kingston automatically, and that you are welcome to attend their 
meetings at any time? 

Dates and further information are available from SK’s Secretary: 
Terri McAllister—terri.mcallister@rbk.kingston.gov.uk 
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Hedley Featherstone 
GOOD SPORTS PROJECT 
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CONGRATULATIONS … 
 

RICHMOND VOLLEYBALL CLUB who, in recent weeks, has been awarded 
the Pro Active Sports Club of the Year 2008, and the CCPR 2008 Sports Club 
of the Year.  Richmond VC has playing sites in both Richmond and Kingston. 

 

           For more information, visit:  www.richmondvolleyball.co.uk 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

KINGSTON WILDCATS SCHOOL OF BASKETBALL, who recently acquired 
Clubmark. 

For more information visit: www.kingston-wildcats.com 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY … 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

THE ROLE OF THE VOLUNTEER CO-ORDINATOR 
The crucial role of overseeing club volunteers 

 
 

Clubs can benefit greatly from having a volunteer co-ordinator—a single contact who supports 
their volunteers, knows them all by name and what each of them does. 
 

Active Kingston, in partnership with Pro Active, will be staging a workshop on 16 September, to 
help sports club volunteers and officials to learn exactly what this role entails, and how they can   
become an even greater asset to their club. 
 

By participating in this working, you will be able to: 
 

• Understand the role of the volunteer co-ordinator 
• Know how to interpret a Club Development Plan and its volunteering implications 
• Learn how best to recruit and retain volunteers … and recognise and reward them 
• Know how to access local, regional and national programmes to support the                     

implementation of a volunteer action plan  
 

Look out for more information nearer the time.  In the meantime, should you have any questions, 
please contact Belinda Hogg, Club Coach and Volunteer Development Officer, Pro-Active         

Partnership Services, on 020 8815 7844 or www.pro-activelondon.org 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
BOROUGH SPORTS AWARDS 

15 October—Chessington Community College—from 7.30pm onwards 
 
The Borough Sports Awards 2009 will take on a new look, with new categories and wider             
representation.  The Active Kingston Team, in partnership with the Kingston School Sports          
Partnership (KSSP), invite nominations from local clubs and schools to celebrate the         
achievements of our local sporting talent and volunteers. 
 

The Awards evening will also include entertainment and displays from local clubs and schools.   
 

To be nominated for an Award, individuals must either live in, or attend a school, college or 
sports club with the Borough of Kingston. 
 

The closing date for nominations is 24 July.   
Check out the Active Kingston page at www.kingston.gov.uk for more information, including a      

nomination form. 



RaKAT  -  Richmond and Kingston Accessible Transport  -  is a      
voluntary organisation and registered charity, funded by the  
London Borough of Richmond upon Thames and the Royal    
Borough of Kingston upon Thames.  It also receives funding from 
other supporting charities. 

RaKAT aims to provide high quality and affordable transport    
services for use by local voluntary and community groups based 
within the two Boroughs.  This also includes voluntary sports 
clubs. 

RaKAT at present has 22 mini-buses, most of which carry 14—
15 passengers plus the driver.  Fifteen of these mini-buses are 
fully wheelchair accessible. 

To learn more about RaKAT and how it may be able to help 
your sports club, contact: 

 www.rakat.org.uk  -   tel: 020 8481 0031  -  info@rakat.org.uk 
___________________________________________________ 

RaKAT Ltd is located at:  North Kingston Centre, Richmond Road, 
Kingston upon Thames, KT23 5PE and can be contacted (by           
telephone or in person) at the above address between 9.00am-2.30pm 

Monday to Friday.. 

Is your sports club looking for an affordable transport service? 

 
 
 
OFFICIAL SPORTS  
LONDON 
 
 
 

 
_________________________________ 
 
OFFICIAL SPORTS LONDON is a bursary 
scheme that offers all Londoners over 16 
the opportunity to become judges,       
referees and officials, in the run up to the 
London 2012 Games. 
 
Get in touch with the Official Sports      
London team today, by visiting: 
 

 www.officialsports.org or  
telephone: 020 7749 9173 
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GRANTS FOR LOCAL   
VOLUNTARY GROUPS 
 

 

 

______________________________________ 

Voluntary sports clubs, operating in the Borough 
of Kingston, may be able to benefit from the 
Royal Borough of Kingston. 

 

For more information, visit: 

www.kingston.gov.uk/grants or contact the      
 

Voluntary Sector Unit  
Royal Borough of Kingston  

Tel: 020 8547 6072  

   DID YOU KNOW ... 
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PART TWO: VOLUNTEERING NEWS 

FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION 2009—2010 

Volunteering is crucial to the running of sports clubs across the Borough.  
Without them many clubs and associations would have to reduce their        
provision or cease to exist.  The volunteer workforce is, therefore, a key     
component in the successful delivery of the Cultural Strategy for Kingston 
2008—2012 which identified sports volunteering as a key development area.   

The 2-year plan provides a framework for helping clubs to recruit and support their volunteer 

workforce.  Visit www.kvc.org.uk/goodsports to read more about the framework. 

Kingston Volunteer Centre not only wants to increase the number of volunteers, but also the 
overall quality of the volunteer experience.  KVC are keen to hear views and opinions on sports 
volunteering.   

If you have a view, or an idea as to how KVC can support the Borough’s sports volunteer       
workforce, please let Hedley know on goodsports@kvc.org.uk, or tel:020 8255 8068. 

 

 

 

 

 

FULHAM FC COMMUNITY SPORTS TRUST 

The Fulham FC Community Sports Trust is celebrating the first year success of its Community 
Champions volunteering programme.  The initiative, which aims to raise the profile of, and       
increase the number of young people involved in sports-based volunteering, is funded by the   
Premier League Professional Footballers’ Association Community fund, V and Sport England. 

Over 150 young people, aged between 14—25 have volunteered so far, and in doing so,         
contributed to their local communities by coaching and assisting at local events, and on social 
inclusion projects. 

Chris Webb-Butler was one of the programme’s first volunteers, and dedicated 5—10 hours of 
his time each week to after-school club coaching, while simultaneously working towards his     
Level 2 coaching qualification. 

‘I got an amazing amount out of participating in the programme’, says Chris.  ‘At school, I always 
wanted to help kids, and now I can be involved with a really worthwhile project, while gaining 
valuable experience for  my career and my future.’  Chris volunteered with children who grew up 
in the same area as he did, and was pleased to be able to give something back to his local area. 

Through Chris’ determination and enthusiasm, he successfully achieved his Level 2 Certificate in 
Coaching Football, and he is now a valued member of the Trust’s essential coaching team. 

If you, or your club, are interested in becoming a Community Champion, or if your club has    
placements available for the Community Champions, please contact: 

 
The Fulham FC Volunteer Development Officer  
020 8336 7585 — volunteering@fulhamfc.com 



IS YOUR SPORTS CLUB LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS? 
KVC is able to provide sports clubs with the opportunity, free of charge, to advertise their          
volunteer vacancies on the National Volunteer Database and in this newsletter, as well as at   
local venues including   Leisure Centres and Libraries.  KVC attracts interests from many people 
in Kingston who are   actively seeking sports volunteer opportunities. 
 

Hedley is already engaging with sports clubs to explain the benefits of linking with KVC and will 
be contacting various clubs over the next few weeks.  He would be delighted to hear from any 
club that would like to know more about advertising volunteering vacancies.  

If you have volunteers aged 16—25, or who require additional support, KVC has project 
workers who can provide specialist advice. 
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        COULD YOUR CLUB USE A GRANT OF UP TO £5,000? 
       Are you a small local voluntary sports club? 
    Is your club’s annual income less than £20,000? 

                     Has your club been active for at least 12 months? 
 Could you use a grant of up to £5,000 to help your club’s work? 

 

For more information, contact:  The Thames Community Foundation 
020 8934 6039  -  Email: grassrootstcf@btconnect.com  

 

 COPY DEADLINE 
The next edition will be issued in September 2009.  Please submit copy to  

                  Hedley by 31 August. 
                                                           Hedley Featherstone 

GOOD SPORTS PROJECT 
Kingston Volunteer Centre 

Tel: 020 8255 8685    Email: goodsports@kvc.org.uk 
 

GOOD SPORTS is issued by email to each key contact in the Active Kingston Sports Club       
Directory.  Please forward GOOD SPORTS to other volunteers within your club.  If you would like 
a copy of GOOD SPORTS sent to another email address, or to add receivers, please let Hedley 
know. 

 

KINGSTON CSPAN brings together lead officers and partners from       
organisations across the   Borough who are all committed to providing   
locally determined solutions to increase participation and widen access to 
sport and physical activity for the whole community. 

 

For more information about CSPAN, please visit: 
www.kingston.gov.uk/Sports Active Kingston 
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